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Universal Health Coverage Day 2018

Unite for Universal Health Coverage: Now is the Time for Collective Action

12 December 2018, Cairo - Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day, commemorated each 12
December, is the anniversary of the first unanimous United Nations resolution calling for countries to
provide affordable, quality health care to every person, everywhere.

“UHC is a simple idea: that everyone should be able to access the health services they need,
without suffering financial hardship. Globally, we have a lot of work to do to realise that dream,” said
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO).

“At least half of the world's population cannot access essential services like vaccination, essential
medicines, or the ability to see a health worker. And every year, nearly 100 million people are
pushed into extreme poverty due to out-of-pocket health spending.”

In the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region, around 40% of health expenditure comes directly from
people’s pockets, and most people cannot afford it. People with low incomes and without social
protection are the hardest hit. As a result, an estimated 7.5 million people are pushed into poverty
every year in the Region due to spending on health.
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At least half of the world's population
cannot access essential services like
vaccination, essential medicines,

or the ability to see a health worker.

And every year, nearly 100 million
people are pushed into extreme
poverty due to out-of-pocket health
spending.

Globally, two-thirds (38million) of 56 million
annual deaths are still not registered
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e cannot access essential services like vaccination, medicines.
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* pushed into extreme poverty
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The human right to health means that

everyone has the right to the highest attainable
standard of physical and mental health, which
includes access to all medical services, sanitation,
adequate food, decent housing, healthy working

conditions, and a clean environment.
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World Health
Organization

Universal Health
Coverage

Universal health coverage (UHC)

is defined as ensuring that all people have access to needed
health services (including promotion, prevention, treatment,
rehabilitation and palliation), of sufficient quality to be
effective, while also ensuring that the use of these services
does not expose the user to financial hardship.
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Revenue collection
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Main sources of funding:
— Government budget
— Compulsory health insurance
— Out-of-pocket payments
— External funding

Unpredictable
Costly
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® Market failure
® Impact on macro-economy

® Impact on social stability
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Purchasing services
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benefit package
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Ensure access to service and financial protection for all individuals
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Universal Coverage Scheme (UCS):
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